`

devnagrI A]rai[  (v[Rmala)

devanägaré-akñaräëi  (varëamälä)
devanägaré letters with pronuciation guide

(Saàskritaà is usually written in devanägaré characters)
PRONUNCIATION GUIDE OF devanägaré LETTERS

EQUIVALENT SOUNDING LETTERS IN ENGLISH 

A a   (a as woman) .   Aa ä  (ä as in  all),  

# i   ( i as in  it) ,    $ é  (é  sounds as in eat),  

% u  (u  as in put) ,   ^ ü  (ü  as in  room)

@ e  (e  as in  where) ,  @e ai  (ai  as kite or ripe)

Aae o  (o  as in go or as in boat) , AaE au (au  as in house or mouse)

\ = å (å as in  Kå shëa),  A< = aà,  A> = aù
k = ka,  (ka  as in king ),  o = kha (kha is the aspirated sound of ka)

g = ga (ga as in good girl),  " = gha (gha  is the aspirated sound of  ga)
' = ìa (ìa  sound like ng as in ring, king), 
c =  ca ( ca as in chair ), D  = cha (cha is the aspirated sound of ca)

j = ja (ja as in jungle), H = jha (jha is the aspirated sound of ja)

| = ïa (ïa as in Soïya or pÂ païca = means five in Sanskritam.) 

q = öa (öa as in tool or timber),  Q  =  öha (öha is the aspirated sound of  öa)

f  = òa (òa as in dog or dig), F  = òha (òha is the aspirated sound of òa)

[  = ëa (ëa sound is not in the English vocabulary), like in word Brahmaëa.

t = ta (ta as thing or thumb),  w = tha (tha is the aspirated sound of ta)

d = da (as in the or there), x = dha (dha is aspirated sound of da)

n = na (na as in nail or name)

p = pa (pa as in pen),  ) = pha (pha is the aspirated sound of pa)

b = ba (ba as in ball),  É = bha (bha is aspirated sound of ba)
m = ma (ma as in mother)

y = ya (ya as in yellow),  r = ra (ra as real or ready), 

l = la (la as in love),  v = va (va as in valley or as in Victor)

z = ça (ça  as  in çhiva), ; = ña (ña as in rush),  s = sa (sa as in sun)
h = ha (ha as in hall or hill), ] = kña (kña as in  Lakñmi or kñatriya)

ram< ( a< as in rämaà)  à ( à as chum)  is called anusvära.
ram> (> as in rämaù)  is called visarga. 
ram! =  räm.  The down stroke at 45 degrees at bottom of the letter m!   is called hlNt halanta,  m = ma  without A a   becomes  m!   m.    

=  '  This symbol is called avagraha which represents  ( ½  A ) and is employed to mark  elision of a short  A a   after (@ e  or  Aae o) 

Examples    

(1) 
(nm>) nms!  + te (namaù) namas + te = Saltations to you.

(2)
nm> AStu te namaù astu te  = nmae=Stu te  namo'stu te  = May salutions be to you (blessing).

(3)
te + Aip = te=ip   or   te + api =  is written as   te=ip te'pi    pronounced as  tepi  = They also.
(4)
jle AiSmn! jale asmin = jle=iSmn!  jale'smin. pronounced as  jalesmin =  In this water.

(5)
Ah< äüaiSm ahaà brahmäsmi =  I am Brahman.

(6)
s> Ahm! saù aham = sae=hm!  so'ham =  = I am Him Brahman.

(7)
sv¡ olu #d< äü sarvaà khalu idaà brahma = sv¡ oiLvd< äü  sarvaà khalvidaà brahma  = Indeed all this is Braman. 

 = '   is called Av¢> avagraù stands for A a is

  is silent in pronunciation.
,  .    These signs are called  ivram viräma  The first one with only one vertical line denotes the end of a sentence or the first half of a shloka and later with two vertical lines is to denote the close of a shloka.

Svra> (Aca>) svaräù (ac ù)

VOWELS

A a
Aa ä    # i  $ é
  % u  ^ ü   \ å   § è   ¤ ÿ  ¥ ý

      @ e   @e ai  Aae o  AaE au  A< aà   A> aù
            VyÃnain (hl>) vyaïjanäni (halaù)

CONSONANTS
kœ k

o! kh 
g! g

"! gh

'œ ì
 k{Q( kaëöhya 
c! c

Dœ ch   
j! j   
H! jh   
|! ï
talVy tälavya 
qœ ö

Qœ öh  
fœ ò   
Fœ òh  
[! ë  mUxRNy mürdhanya
t! t   
w! th  
dœ d  
x! dh  
n! n  dNTy dantya 
p! p  
)œ ph 
b! b  
É! bh  
m! m  Aaeó( oñöhya 

y! y   
rœ r   
l! l    
v! v   
z!  ç                                           

;! ñ  
s!  s  
hœ h   
]!  kña
--------

'œ ì   
|! ï  
[! ë  
n! n 

m! m   soft nasal 
h œh   
y! y  
rœ r   
l! l    
v! v
   semi vowels  

> ù   
z! ç   
;! ñ   
s! s  

     
   sibilants 
ANtSw> antasthaù (semi vowels), ^:mn!  üñman (sibilants)
k ka
o kha   g ga

" gha
' ìa
ka kä
oa khä  ga gä

"a ghä
--               

ik ki
io khi
ig gi
i" ghi
--      

kI ké
oI khé
gI gé

"I ghé
--                 

k… ku
ou khu
gu gu
"u ghu
--

kª kü   
oU khü  
gU gü  
"U ghü
--
k« kå 
o& khå  
g& gå  
"& ghå 
-- 

ke ke  
oe khe
ge ge  
"e ghe
--

kE kai   oE khai  
gE gai   
"E ghai
--   

kae ko    oae kho 
gae go
"ae gho
--
kaE kau oaE khau
gaE gau
"aE ghau
--
k< kaà
o< khaà g< gaà 
"< ghaà
--
k> kaù
o> khaù g> gaù
"> ghaù
  --
c ca

D cha
j ja

H jha
| ïa   

ca cä 
Da chä
ja jä  
Ha jhä
|a ïä

ic ci

iD chi
ij ji

iH jhi
i| ïi  

cI cé   
DI ché   
jI jé    
HI jhé  
|I ïé
cu cu
Du chu
ju ju

Hu jhu
|u ïu
cU cü 
DU chü  
jU jü    
HU jhü  
|U ïü
c& cå

D& chå
j& jå

H& jhå
|& ïå  

ce ce

De che 
je je 
He jhe 
|e ïe    

cE cai 
DE chai
jE jai
HE jhai
|E ïai 
cae co 
Dae cho 
jae jo 
Hae jho 
|ae ïo
caE cau 
DaE chau
jaE jau
HaE jhau
|aE ïau 

c< caà
D< chaà
j< jaà
H< jhaà
|< ïaà   

c> caù
D> chaù
j> jaù 
H> jhaù 
|> ïaù                                    
q öa

Q öha
f òa

F òha
[ ëa   

qa öä 
Qa öhä
fa òä
Fa òhä
[a ëä

iq öi

iQ öhi
if òi
iF òhi 
i[ ëi   

qI öé   
QI öhé   
fI òé   
FI òé   
[I ëé  

 qu öu  
Qu öhu  
fu òu  
Fu òhu  
[u ëu 

qª öü   
Qª öhü  
fª òü  
Fª òhü  
[U ëü                     
q& öå  
Q& öhå  
f& òå   
F& òhå  
[& ëå

qe öe 

Qe öhe  
fe òe  
Fe òhe  
[e ëe   

qE öai 
QE öhai  
fE òai  
FE òhai  
[E ëai 

qae öo 
Qae öho  
fae òo  
Fae òho  
[ae ëo  

qaE öau 
QaE öhau 
faE òau
FaE òhau
[aE ëau    

q< öaà 
Q< öhaà
f< òaà  
F< òhaà 
[< ëaà    

q> öaù 
Q> öhaù
f> òaù 
F> òhaù
[> ëaù     

t ta

w tha
d da

x dha
n na
ta tä  
wa thä  
da dä    
xa dhä  
na nä

it ti  
iw thi  
id di   
ix dhi 
in ni
tI té   
wI thé  
dI dé 
xI dhé  
nI né

tu tu 
wu thu 
Ê du 
xu dhu 
nu nu
tU tü    
wU thü  
Ë dü 
xU dhü   
nU nü

t& tå  
w& thå 
† då 
x& dhå 
n& nå   

te te  
we the  
de de 
xe dhe  
ne ne

tE tai  
wE thai 
dE dai 
xE dhai  
nE nai 

tae to  
wae tho  
dae do 
xae dho  
nae no 
taE tau  
waE thau
daE dau 
xaE dhau
naE nau

t< taà 
w< thaà
d< daà 
x< dhaà
n< naà
t> taù  
w> thaù
d> daù 
x> dhaù
n> naù
p pa

) pha
b ba

É bha
m ma
pa pä  
)a phä  
ba bä  
Éa bhä 
ma mä   

ip pi

i) phi  
ib bi   
iÉ bhi  
im mi    

pI pé  
)I phé 
bI bé   
ÉI bhé 
mI mé  

pu pu   
)… phu  
bu bu  
Éu bhu 
mu mu 

pU pü   
)ª phü
bU bü   
ÉU bhü 
mU mü 

p& på  
)« phå   
b& bå   
É& bhå 
m& må   
pe pe 
)e phe   
be be   
Ée bhe 
me me   

pE pai  
)E phai  
bE bai  
ÉE  bhai  
mE mai 

pae po  
)ae pho
bae bo  
Éae bho 
mae mo  
paE pau  
)aE phau
baE bau  
ÉaE bhau
maE mau  

p< paà  
)< phaà
b< baà
É< bhaà 
m< maà   

p> paù
)> phaù
b> baù
É> bhaù 
m> maù  

y ya

r ra

l la

v va

ya yä
ra rä  
la lä  
va vä

iy yi
ir ri    
il li  
iv vi

yI yé   
rI ré   
lI lé   
vI vé

yu yu   
é ru   
lu lu   
vu vu

yU yü   
ê rü   
lU lü   
vU  vü

y& yå 
--  

l& lå   
v& vå

ye ye   
re re   
le le   
ve ve

yE yai   
rE rai   
lE lai   
vE vai

yae yo   
rae ro   
lae lo   
vaee vo

yaE yau  
raE rau   
laE lau   
vaE vau

y< yaà
r< raà   
l< laà   
v< vaà

y> yaù 
r> raù   
l> laù   
v> vaù
z ça

; ña   
s sa   
h ha

] kña 

za çä   
;a ñä   
sa sä   
ha hä   
]a kñä  

iz çi   
i; ñi   
is si   
ih hi   
i] kñi

zI çé   
;I ñé   
sI sé   
hI hé   
]I kñé

zu çu   
;u ñu   
su su    
÷  hu   
]u kñu

zU çü   
;U ñü   
sU sü   
ø hü   
]U kñü

z& çå   
;& ñå   
s& så   
ù hå   
]& kñå

ze çe   
;e ñe   
se se   
he he   
]e kñe  

zE çai   
;E ñai   
sE sai   
hE hai 
]E kñai

zae ço    
;ae ño   
sea so   
hae ho   
]ae kño

zaE çau  
;aE ñau   
saE sau 
haE hau  
]aE kñau

z< çaà 
;< ñaà 
s< saà   
h< haà  
]< kñaà

z> çaù 
;> ñaù 
s> saù 
h> haù  
]> kñaù

THE CONJUNCT CONSONANTS

s<yu´a]rai[

saàyuktäkñaräëi

kœ + k = Š  AŠa  k + ka  =  kka    as in  akkä (kka)  means mother.


kœ + t =  ´  É´>  k + ta  =  kta    as in  bhaktaù   means devotee.    

kœ + m = Km  éKmm!  K + ma  =   kma   as in rukmam means gold.

kœ + y = Ky  vaKym!  K + ya  =   kya   as in väkyam means sentence.

k œ+ r = ³  v³m!   k + ra  =  kra   as in vakram means crooked.

kœ + l = ¬  zu¬m!   k + la  =  kla   as in  çuklam means white. 

kœ + v =  Kv  pKvm!   K + va  =  pakvam means ripe.  

kœ + ; = ]   d]>  k  +  ña =  kña   as in dakñaù means expert.         

]! + [ = ú[  tIú[>  kñ  + ëa  =  kñëa   as in tékñëaù means  sharp. 

]! + m =  úm  sUKúmm!  kñ + ma  =  kñma    as in sükkñmam means minüte. 

]! + y = úy  lúym!  kñ + ya  =  kñya   as in lakñyam means aim.  

o! + y =  Oy  sOym!  kh + ya  =  khya   as in sakhyam means friendship.  

g! + x =  Kx   muKx>  g + dha  =  kdha    as in mukdhaù  means fool.        

g! + n =  ¶   m¶m!   g + na  =  gna    as in magnam sunk, immersed.  

g! + r =  ¢   %¢m!  g + ra  =  gra    as in ugram means cruel.

"! + n =  ¹   iv¹>  gh + na  =   ghna   as in vighnaù means obstacle.

"! + r  =  º  zIºm!  gh + ra  =  ghra   as in çéghram means quickly.

'œ + k  =  »  A»>  ì + ka  =  ìka   as in aìkaù  means number.

c! + c  = ½  %½>  c + ca  =  cca    as in  uccaù  means high.   

c! + D  =  CD  guCD>  c + cha  =  ccha   as in gucchaù  means bunch.

c! + y  =  Cy   vaCym!  c + ya  =  cya   as in väcyam  means meaning.  

j! + |  =  }   Aa}a  j + ïa  =  jïa    as in  äjïä (jïaa)   means order.

j! + y  =  Jy  raJym!  j + ya  =  jya    as in räjyam  means kingdom.  

qœ + y  =  q(   naq(m!  ö + ya  =  öya   as in näöyam   means dance.  

Qœ + y  =  Q(  paQ(m!  öh + ya  =  öhya   as in  päöhyam means lesson.   

t! + t  =  Ä   icÄm!  t + ta  =  tta    as in  cittam means mind.

t! + n  =  Æ   rÆm!  t + na  =  tna    as in  ratnam means jewel. 

t! + r  = Ç   neÇm!  t + ra  =  tra   as in  netram means eye  

w! + y  =  Wy   rWy>  th + ya  =  thya    as in  rathyaù  means horse.

dœ + x  =  Ï   buÏ>  d + dha  =  ddha   as in   buddhaù  scholar or Buddha.

dœ + m  =  Ò   sÒ  d + ma  =  dma    as in  sadma  means house.

dœ + y  =  *   p*m!   d + ya  =   dya   as in  padyam means poem.   

dœ + r  =  Ô   muÔa  d + ra  = dra    as in  mudrä  (draa) means seal.

dœ + rœ + y  = Õ   dairÕm!  d + r  + ya  =  drya   as in däridryam poverty.

dœ +  v   =  Ö  ivÖan!  d +  va   =  dva   as in vidvän (dvaa)  means scholar.

x! +  y   =  Xy   mXy>  dh +  ya   =  dhya   as in  madhyaù means middle.

n! +  t   =  Nt   sNt>  n +  ta   =  nta  as in  santaù  great & noble person.

n! + n   =  Ú   AÚm!  n + na   =  nna    as in annam means food.

p! + r   =  à   àitma  p + ra   =  pra   as in pratimä means image (idol).

b! + d   =  Bd   ABd>  b + da   =  bda    as in abdaù means year.

b! + r  =  ä   äüa b + ra  =  bra    as in brahmä means the Creator.

m! + b  =  Mb   AMba  m + ba  =  mba   as in ambä (mbaa)means Mother.

m! + É  =  MÉ   StMÉ>  m + bha  =  mbha   as in stambhaù  means pillar.

m! + r  =  è   taèm!  m + ra  =  mra   as in tämram means copper.  

rœ + m  =  mR   kmR  r + ma  =  rma    as in karma means duty.  

rœ + v  =  vR   pvRt> r + va  =  rva     as in parvataù means moutain.

l! + y  =  Ly  kLya[m!  l + ya  =  lya  kalyäëam (kalyaaëam) happiness.

z! + r  =  ï   imïm!  ç + ra  =  çra    as in miçram means mixture.  

s! + t! + r  =  ô   zaôm!  s + t + ra  =  stra   as in çästram  science.   
s! + m  =  Sm   ivSmy>  s + ma  =  sma   as in vismayaù means wonder.

s! + r  =  ö   Aöm!  s + ra  =  sra    as in asram means (eye) tear.  

hœ + n  =  û   icûm!   h + na  =  hna   as in cihnam  means symbol.  

hœ + y  =  ý   guý   h + ya  =  hya    as in guhya means secret.

