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devanagari-aksarani (varnamala)

devanagari letters with pronuciation guide

(Samskritam is usually written in devanagari characters)



PRONUNCIATION GUIDE OF devanagari LETTERS
EQUIVALENT SOUNDING LETTERS IN ENGLISH

3 a (a as woman). Al a (@ asin all),

21 (ias in it), é 1 (1 sounds as in eat),

S U (U asinput), U (U asin room)

Ue (e as in where), ‘Q ai (ai as kite or ripe)

3;[\T (@) (O as in go or as in boat) , QT au (au as in house or mouse)

=1 (Iasin Kr shna), 31 = arh, 3 = ah

% =ka , (ka asin king ), ¥ = kha (kha is the aspirated sound of ka)
M= ga (ga as in good girl), & = gha (gha is the aspirated sound of ga)
€ =na (na sound like ng as in ring, king),

= ca (caasinchair ), ¥ =cha (cha is the aspirated sound of ca)

S = ja (]a as in jungle), & = ]ha (]ha is the aspirated sound of ja)

> = Na (Na as in Sofiya or 94 parica = means five in Sanskritam.)

< =ta (taasin tool or timber), = tha (tha is the aspirated sound of ta)
S = da (da as in dog or dig), c = dha (dha is the aspirated sound of da)
Ul =na (na sound is not in the English vocabulary), like in word Brahmana.
d = ta (ta as thing or thumb), ¥ = tha (tha is the aspirated sound of ta)

g =da (as in the or there), ¥ = dha (dha is aspirated sound of da)

« = na (na as in nail or name)



9= pa (pa as in pen), h = pha (pha is the aspirated sound of pa)

9 =ba (ba as in ball), ¥ = bha (bha is aspirated sound of ba)

H = ma (ma as in mother)

q = ya (ya as in yellow), {=ra (ra as real or ready),

& =la (la asin love), 4 = va (Vva as in valley or as in Victor)

[ = Sa (éa as in éhiva), Y= Sa (sa as in rush), ¥ = sa (sa as in sun)
& =ha (ha as in hall or hill), &1 = ksa (ksa as in Laksmi or ksatriya)
TH ( { asin ramarh) M ( M as chum) is called anusvara.

{IH: (% asinramah) is called visarga.

{H = ram. The down stroke at 45 degrees at bottom of the letter H_ is called
g8&«d halanta, H =ma without 3 a becomes H_ m.

S ' This symbol is called avagraha which represents ( %2 1) and is

-
employed to mark elision of a short 31 a after (Y e or 31T 0)

Examples

(1)  (F8:)aHE + d (namah) namas + te = Saltations to you.

(2) H: 3Tg G| namah astu te = FF‘l\TSiﬁ d namo'stu te = May salutions
be to you (blessing).

(3) d+ AT =aASH or te+ api = is written as asfy te'pi
pronounced as tepi = They also.

@ aT'I%H:I\jale asmin = JTSSFHA, jale'smin. pronounced as jalesmin

= In this water.

(5) € FRRH aharh brahmasmi = 1 am Brahman.



(6)  H: 3@H sah aham = F‘[\TSEFL so'ham = =1am Him Brahman.

(7) ad @ 3¢ o9& sarvarh khalu idamh brahma = H9 @iede 5@ sarvarn

khalvidarm brahma = Indeed all this is Braman.

S ' is called 319¥: avagrah stands for ¥ a is

is silent in pronunciation.

| I These signs are called 9 virama The first one with only

one vertical line denotes the end of a sentence or the first half of a

shloka and later with two vertical lines is to denote the close of a
shloka.



Q0 (3THT¢) svarah (ac h)

VOWELS

MaoMa i 31 3Fu Fa Ry Ff T1E]

Q .
Ue ‘Qai 3;[\To ST au Ham 3H:ah

ST (8h?) vyafijanani (halah)

CONSONANTS
Lsg 9 sh
Sl L jh
€d € dh
gd  Hdn
db  ¥bh
@1 qAv
§h  # ksa
9 n dn
Ir Al
s s

gz N USY kanthya
31’\1?1 dlehed talavya
U-I\ljl H}J%Qmﬁrdhanya
;I\n qd dantya

-
I:I\m Y osthya

2 s

q\m soft nasal
d v semivowels

sibilants



hka Wkha Jlga Y gha € na

flka Wlkha T ga dlgha --

o\ o\

hki RAkhi Blgi Tleghi --
Bki @k Mg Elighi -
Fku Ykhu Tgu Gghu --
ko Wkha IJga HYgha --
dkr  "khr Igr Hghr -

N =

~ =
% ke o khe Il ge g ghe --

o~ ~

2 2
% kai W khai I gai Y ghai -~

= =

F ko T kho Mgo Hligho --

A =

2 2
%l kau €l khau MM gau ©Il ghau --

*

% karh @ Kkharh i garh Y gharh —-

%t kah W: khah 3T¢ gah  ©: ghah --



cai

\

ol co

‘“
cau

o cam

I cha

ISl cha

(N

T chi
é‘l chi

¥ chu

9 cha

‘“

9 chai

\

S cho

‘“

Sl ja
Sl ja
T i
ST i
] ju
Lo
ST jr
-

I je
S

S jai

-
Sl jo

S
Sl chau Wl jau

33 cham 5‘[ jam

i cah ¥ chah WS¢ jah

< jhr

-

= jhe

S

= jhai
-

=l jho
S

=l jhau

gj jharm

&: jhah

1! fiah



4 tha

Sl tha
& thi
3N thi

g thu
¢ tha
@ thr

-

S the

N

4 thai
-

41 tho
N

Sl thau
3 tham

6 thah

< da
Sl da
e di
Sl di
€ du

S da

o

g dr

-

S de

S

S dai
-

Sl do
S

Sl dau
@" dam

€: dah

@ dha
el dha
¢ dhi
&l di
g dhu
% dha
% dhr
-

© dhe
S

@ dhai

-
<l dho

I nr

\

U1 ne

\\ .
U1 nai

\
UM no

S Q
el dhau Yl nau

% dham | nam

@: dhah Ul: nah



?‘i tam

d: tah ¥ thah

T tha
Al tha
™ thi
ol thi

¥ thu

Y tha
g thr

-

Y the

S

Y thai
=

Al tho
S

Yl thau

%‘f tham

Q da
al da
iq di
al di
g du
¢ da
€ dr

-
q de

S
a dai

-
al do
S

al dau

3:' dam

Y dha
Il dha
T dhi
€l dh

d dhu
] dha
9 dhr
-

Y dhe
S

Y dhai

-
Yl dho

d na
T nr

\
d ne

‘n .
q nai

\
Al no

N N
Yl dhau €l nau

'*j dham ;[ nam

q: dah ¥t dhah €: nah



pai

pau
tf pam

9: pah

% pha

%I pha
T'EFz phi
qﬁ phi
% phu
% phi
% phr

-

% phe

S

% phai

-
%I pho

q ba
o1 ba
/o bi
&t b
g bu
b
q br
 be

S
d bai

-
dl bo

)\ haN
%I phau dl bau

% pharm G| bam

H bha
Hl bha
™ bhi
Al bhi

H bhu
H bhi
¥ bhr
-
H bhe
S

H bhai

-
Hl bho

H ma
Hmr

\
H me

Q .
H mai

\
HT mo

< <\
Hl bhau HI mau

H bham ® marm

F: phah d: bah ¥H:!bhah H: mah



yai
gl yo

S
gl yau

ﬁ yam

Y: yah L rah

{ra
Ura
ﬁ 11
ﬁ 11
€ ru
& ri
-
 re
S

{ rai

\

U ro

Q
U rau

{ ram

-

& le

N

& lai
=

Al 1o
N

A lau

E: lamm

& lah

vai
\

dl vo
‘h

dl vau
d vam

d: vah



Sai

\
M $o
<

Sau

A sam

Q(: sah Wi:sah ¥H:sah

sai

\

Yl so

<\
Hl sau

¥ sam

sai

\

Al so

<\
Sau

H sam

8 ha
&l ha
& hi
'é hi
& hu
& hi
€ hr
% he
=

& hai
_é"\T ho
=

&l hau
g ham

&: hah

&l ksa
&l ksa
T ksi
&l kst
& ksu
& ksu
& ksr

-
&l kse

S
&l ksai

-
&l kso
S

&Il ksau
%:i ksam

&l: ksah



THE CONJUNCT CONSONANTS
CRRA

samyuktaksarani

EE +h =& 3Bl k+ ka = kka asin akka (kka) means mother.

EE +d= T HW: k+ta = kta asin bhaktah means devotee.
EE +H=49H m K+ ma = kma asinrukmam means gold.
EE + 4= EH?FJITL K+ ya = kya asin vakyam means sentence.

=3

+{ =% d%H_ k+ra = kra asin vakram means crooked.

~

3

+A =% w\ k+ la = kla asin Suklam means white.

3

+d = 99 Y9dH_ K+ va = pakvam means ripe.

3

+ ¥ =& Q& k + sa= ksa asin daksah means expert.

d+ U1 = &Ul Eﬁw ks + na = ksna asin tiksnah means sharp.
d+H= ¢&H Hffm ks + ma = ksma as in sikksmam means mintte.
d+Id =989 S&IH_ks + ya = ksya as in laksyam means aim.

G+ 9= & QEJH_ kh + ya = khya as in sakhyam means friendship.
+d =94 HHY: g+ dha = kdha asin mukdhah means fool.
+d=d HAH_ g+ na = gna asin magnam sunk, immersed.
+U{= U SHAH g+ ra = gra asin ugram means cruel.

g+d=H ]%Pﬂlz gh + na = ghna as in vighnah means obstacle.

gJ+0 =¥ ﬁﬂq\ gh + ra = ghra asin é§ighram means quickly.



€+h = § ¥§: n+ ka = nka asinankah means number.
d+d =5 SH™' c+ca = cca asin uccah means high.

qd+F = TS I[TS! ¢+ cha = ccha asin gucchah means bunch.
ﬁ\+ = W ¢+ ya = cya asinvacyam means meaning.
S+ =

SJ+9 = Y USYH_ j+ya = jya asinrajyam means kingdom.

gl SISl j+ fia = jia asin ajfia (jiaa) means order.

<+d4

(D] FIR?.I'FI\ t + ya = tya asinnatyam means dance.

o+9 = &Y QISAH_ th + ya = thya asin pathyam means lesson.
o

d+d = d TIdH_ t+ta = tta asin cittam means mind.

d+

\
d+ ¥ = «AH_t+ra = tra asin netram means eye

d YAH t+na = tha asin ratnam means jewel.

I+Y = Y VY: th+ya = thya asin rathyah means horse.
g +Y = & €' d+ dha = ddha asin buddhah scholar or Buddha.
_g’ +H = 1 HHA d+ ma = dma asin sadma means house.

g+d

d YdH, d+ya = dya asin padyam means poem.
_g’ +¥{ = g HAl d+ra =dra asin mudra (draa) means seal.
o
_g’ + { +9 =< QINEIH_d+r +ya = drya asindaridryam poverty.
q+

o
d = @ &4 d+ va = dva asinvidvan (dvaa) means scholar.
g+ d = Y9 HQ: dh+ ya = dhya asin madhyah means middle.



qdq+ d = «d UYed: n+ ta = nta asin santah great & noble person.
dq+d = A HAAH n+na = nna asinannam means food.

9+0 = ¥ q{?\'m-[ p +ra = pra asin pratima means image (idol).
q\+ q = oq 3eq: b+da = bda asinabdah means year.

d+U = d S&lb+ra =bra asinbrahma means the Creator.

H+d = ¥ 3IHT m + ba = mba asin amba (mbaa)means Mother.
H+¥H = ¥ TdFH: m + bha = mbha as in stambhah means pillar.

H+Y
I+H

Y dEAH m+ra = mra asin tamram means copper.

Ly
H ®H r+ma=rma asinkarmameans duty.

<
d quaz r +va = rva asin parvatah means moutain.

I+d

A+Y = 4 HeqUH_ 1+ ya = lya kalyanam (kalyaanam) happiness.
A+ = A l"EI%TFI\ §+ra = Sra asin miSram means mixture.
d+d+1 = @ m s+ t+ ra = stra asinSastram science.
q+H = H ]%R:Fl?{: s + ma = sma asin vismayah means wonder.

q+X
g+

B 3®H s+ ra =sra asinasram means (eye) tear.

o
& TH&H. h+na = hna asincihnam means symbol.

E +9 & JJd h+ya = hya asinguhyameans secret.



