from you. O saffron-coloured one, you are Queen of the three
worlds, and manifest the three waves (creation, preservation and
destruction, or Ganga, Yamuna, Sarasvati, or Sattva, Rajas,
Tamas). O eternal Cause, O Night of dissolution, you fulfil all de-
sires of the desirous; you make people great. O Supreme Ruler of
Kashi, repository of infinite grace, grant us alms. (7)

O Annapurna, Mother Divine, you hold a golden ladle adorned
with various gems in your right hand and a vessel full of deli-
cious porridge in your left. You are the Great Goddess of fortune;
you fulfil the desires of your devotees and make their destiny
propitious. O Supreme Ruler of Kashi, repository of infinite
grace, grant us alms. (8)

O Annapurna, Mother Divine, you shine with the splendor of mil-
lions of moons, suns, and fires. Your lips reflect the beams of the
moon; your earrings are as bright as the moon, sun, and fire; and
you are resplendent like the sun and the moon. In your hands
you carry a japa mala, a book, a noose, and a goad. O Supreme
Ruler of Kashi, repository of infinite grace, grant us alms. (9)

O Annapurna, Mother Divine, protectress of the Kshatriyas, you
are the great dispeller of all fear. O Mother of all creatures, you
are the ocean of mercy, the great deliverer, the ever-auspicious,
the Queen of the universe. Wielder of fortune, you who made
Daksha cry, remover of all ills, O Supreme Ruler of Kashi, repos-
itory of infinite grace, grant us alms. (10)

O Annapiirna, who are ever pirna—infinite and complete—and
the beloved of Shankara: the alms I seek are perfection in jnana
and vairagya, knowledge and renunciation, O Divine Mother Par-
vati. (11)

My mother is Parvati Devi, my father, Lord Maheshvara; my rela-
tions are the devotees of Shiva, and my home, the entire three-
world cosmos. (12)
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Hymn to Mother Annapiirna (by Sri Sanikkaracarya)

O Annapurna, Mother Divine, you are the bestower of eternal
bliss, the giver of boons and fearlessness, and the ocean of
beauty. You cleanse us of our heinous deeds—you, the Great God-
dess, sanctifier of Himalaya’s lineage. O Supreme Ruler of Kashi,
repository of infinite grace, grant us alms. (1)

O Annapurna, Mother Divine, you delight in wearing a golden

sari, bedecking yourself with various and wondrous ornaments;
a shining necklace of pearls adorns your bosom, and fragrant
aguru enhances your beauty. O Supreme Ruler of Kashi, reposit-
ory of infinite grace, grant us alms. (2)

O Annapurna, Mother Divine, giver of the bliss of Yoga, you des-
troy our enemies and establish us in Dharma (righteousness) and
Artha (prosperity). You are lustrous as the light waves of the
moon, sun, and fire; you are the protectress of the three worlds,
granter of all prosperity and desires. O Supreme Ruler of Kashi,
repository of infinite grace, grant us alms. (3)

O Annapurna, Mother Divine, who have made your dwelling in
the cave of Mount Kailas, you are Gauri, Uma, Shankari, and
Kaumari. You reveal the meaning of the Vedas; you are “Om”, the
imperishable seed of creation; and you open wide the gate to lib-
eration. O Supreme Ruler of Kashi, repository of infinite grace,
grant us alms. (4)

O Annapurna, Mother Divine, you support all beings, seen and
unseen; the entire universe is contained within your womb. You
sever the thread that binds us to the play of worldly existence,
and light the lamp of wisdom. You bring joy to the mind of Shiva,
the Lord of the universe. O Supreme Ruler of Kashi, repository of
infinite grace, grant us alms. (5)

O Annapurna, Mother Divine, O Bhagavati, you are the Mother
Goddess of all earth’s beings, the Supreme Nourisher. Your blue-
black hair is gathered in a braid. You are Ishvari, eternal giver of
food. Source of all joy, you ever grant your auspicious blessings.
O Supreme Ruler of Kashi, repository of infinite grace, grant us
alms. (6)

(Pl

O Annapurna, Mother Divine, you create all the letters, from “a
to “ksa”—thus you manifest language. The three bhavas of
Shambhu—creation, preservation, and dissolution—proceed



